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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION




Environmental
Categorical Exclusion Form Review Checklist
	Instructions for Use/Local Projects: Part 1 of this checklist is to be completed by the LAD PC upon receipt of the Categorical Exclusion (CatEx) Form from the LPA RC.  The LAD PC is to attach or email this checklist, with the CatEx Form, to the NDOT Environmental Section (ES) for their completion of Part 2 of this Checklist.  This completed checklist should be filed in OnBase by the NDOT ES upon completion of their review and prior to sending the signed and approved CatEx Form back to the LAD PC and FHWA.  
Instructions for Use/State Projects: This entire checklist is to be completed by NDOT ES upon receipt of the CatEx form from NDOT Designer.  This completed checklist should be filed in OnBase by the NDOT ES upon completion of their review and prior to notification of CatEx approval to NDOT Designer and sending the signed and approved CatEx Form to FHWA.

	Local Public Agency (LPA)( if applicable):


     
	LPA Responsible Charge (NDOT Designer for State projects):


     

	State Project No.:


     
	Project Name and Location:


     

	State Control No.:


     
	Date of Review:

     
	This form was completed by:
1. 
 FORMTEXT 

     
  2. 
 FORMTEXT 

     



Part 1:
	Item

#
	Task Description

or Questions
	Completed
	If No, Define

Corrective Action
	Details or Information

Used to Verify Content
	Additional Comments

	
	
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	
	
	

	1.
	Does the CatEx Form appear to be completely filled out and signed?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     
	     
	     

	2.
	Are the Project Name, Project Number and Control Number correct?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     
	     
	     

	3.
	Is the Project Description given in the CatEx Form, including the project limits and scope of work, consistent with the project?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     
	Plan-in-Hand Plans
	     

	4.
	Does the attached location map accurately display the project?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     
	     
	     

	5.
	Is the Date of Inclusion in STIP/TIP (1a) correct?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     
	     
	     

	6.
	Do the “Yes” and the “No” boxes throughout the CatEx Form appear to be checked appropriately for the given Project Description, location, scope, required work activities and project conditions?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     
	Project Description

Plan-in-Hand Plans
	     

	7.
	Are the dollar amounts provided in the cost estimate accurate?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     
	NDOT-530 for Local Projects

CICS1 for State Projects
	     

	Part 2:

	8.
	Does the Project Description completely identify all the required elements of the project needed to make a NEPA decision (i.e. Does the Project Description contain sufficient detail to determine potential impacts)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Project Description Guidelines
	

	9.
	Does the Purpose and Need Statement clearly describe the underlying problem (i.e., congestion, safety, system-linkage, etc.) without describing the scope of work?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	10.
	Does the Purpose and Need Statement provide data or a justification to support that there is a problem?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	11.
	Does the Purpose and Need justify each of the main elements included in the Project Description?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	12.
	Are all the necessary attachments included with the CatEx Form (i.e. Location Map, Wetland Memo, Biology Documents, SHPO Letter, etc.)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	13.
	For the following resources where the “No” box is checked, is there supporting documenta-tion for that determination (either attached or in the project file):  Cultural Resources, Wetlands, Streams, Floodplains, Threatened or Endangered Species, Environmental Justice, Farmlands, Hazardous Materials?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	14.
	Are all boxes in the CatEx Form that are checked “Yes” and “No” consistent with the Project Description, attached Technical Documents and the Block descriptions given in the CatEx Guidance Document?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Guidelines for Completing the Categorical Exclusion Form, to include any subsequent interpretations of those Guidelines agreed to by FHWA and NDOT.
Programmatic Agreement between FHWA and NDOT, 2008.
	

	15.
	Based on the “Yes” or “No” response for each question, is the appropriate information provided for each Block summarized within the CatEx Form, attached to the form, or in the project file?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	16.
	Based on the Aerial Photo/Location Map, are there any signs of 4(f) properties or other “Red Flags” (i.e. hazardous materials, perennial stream, etc.) that were not accounted for in the CE Form?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	17.
	Was the Section 106 concurrence obtained following the proper protocol based on the 2010 FHWA Programmatic Agreement?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	If no, please re-initiate SHPO consultation with NSHS and SHPO per FHWA Guidance, June 17, 2010.
	

	18.
	Based on the date of completion, are the technical studies (wetland report, Section 106 letter, biology document, etc.) still valid for the project (not over 3 years old and completed according to the current process)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	19.
	Do the technical documents (wetland report, Section 106 letter, biology document, etc.) adequately cover the study area and have project descriptions that are consistent with the project description described in the CE Form?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	20.
	In Block 3, if ROW/Easements are required were those areas included in the environmental analysis?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Technical Documents and Agency Correspondence
	

	21.
	Are all Environmental Commitments accurately carried forward from the Technical Documents and subsequent agency correspondence to their appropriate sections in the CatEx Form?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	22.
	Is Block 5 consistent with the attached SHPO Concurrence Letter?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	23.
	If either Block 6a or Block 6b is checked “Yes”, has the appropriate 4(f) and/or 6(f) documentation been attached?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	24.
	Is Block 7 consistent with attached Biological Assessment and T&E Consultation?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	25.
	If Block 8 is checked “YES” is the information in Block 8 consistent with the attached NRCS correspondence?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	26.
	Is the information in Block 9 consistent with the Wetland attachments?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	27.
	Is the information in Block 12 consistent with the Project Description?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	28.
	If a Noise Analysis is required, is it attached, along with an approval memo from NDOT?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	29.
	If a Detour is required, does Block 15 sufficiently discuss details of the detour, include a detour map, and identify the approximate length and duration of the detour?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	30.
	Has the proposed detour route been analyzed for environmental impacts?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	31.
	Have public comments and responses to those comments been summarized in Block 16 and have they been appropriately addressed?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	32.
	Are all agency and public comments attached?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	33.
	Have all Environmental Commitments that were listed throughout the CatEx been carried forward to Block 18b?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	34.
	Are the environmental commitments stated in such a way that a responsible party is identified for carrying out each required activity (who, what, when, where, etc.)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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